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THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN IN GENERAL, 


A ( 3 8 : Apo 


10 THE INHABITANTS OF 

2 8 IS HOPS TONE 
. IN PARTICULAR; 

x: (FOR whom: IMPROVEMENT THEY WERE WRITTEN, 
BEFORE WHOM THEY WERE PREACHED, 

| AND FOR WHOSE USE THEY ARE PRINTED,) — 
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- THE FOLLOWING 1 
DISCOURSES 
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WITH SINCERE HOPE OF THEIR SALVATION, 
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. EE CORINTHIANS, xli. 25.4 


1 


THERE SHOULD BE NO SCHISM In THE 


BODY. 


iS 


: 87 Paul, to Ro dada 1 


ſubmiſſion in the Chriſtian church, has i in 


this chapter indulged himſelf in drawing a 

| ee e e the body ecolefulle 
and the body natural. The church, he 
argues, though it may conſiſt 
dividpals, is but one body, 3 

man is ſingle and indiviſib 

* HE compoſed of many ſepatiſte Bade And 


many in- 
though it may 


as in the body of man the ſeveral mem- 


bers have not all the ſame dignity and uſe, 
ſo in the, church it hath pleaſed God to ap- 


point ſome men to greater honour and dif- 


_ tiction than ee The TR points 


I — out 


the body of 


' 
2 
B 


\ 


FOR 


. 1 


out many diſtin gifts of God to ent — 


perſons, and urges that there are therefore 
different ne of reſpect to be paid, as it ; - 
has pleaſed God to beſtow his favours. He 
inſtances ſeven gradations of excellence 
which prevailed in the primitive church, Pn 
and aſſigns to each the place which belongs. 
to it. But though ſome may be 1 5 
"liberally endowed by God than others, hge 
maintains that they are not therefore to ” 
elated, and to look down with contem pt and” 


pride upon thoſe who are bleſſed with 


ſmaller powers and meaner offices, nor mm 
they to whom Providence has aſſigned ſitu- 


tions leſs reſpectable to inſult and malign 
thoſe who are above them. For, ſays he, | 


be body is one and hath many members, ans 
all the member of that one body, being many, 27 
are one body. The body is not. one member, . 


but many. If the foot ſhall /a ay, Becauſe 1 


ß not the hand, I am not of the body; 3 15 15 5 . 
Therefore not of the body? And if the car. 


ſhall jay, Betauſe Jam nbt the eye, Jam not 


of the body 1s it therefore not of the body? . | 


1f the wha body were an eye, where were the 

bearing ? "2. he whole were hearing where S 

= wo re 
J 


„ 


were the ſmelling ? But now hath God TY the 
members every one of them in the body, as it 
_ hath pleaſed him. If they were all one mem- 
” "ber, where were the body ? But now are they 


"many members, yet but one body. And the 


5 de cannot ſa ay to the hand, I have no need of * 


 zhee, nor again the head 10 the feet, I have no 


need of you. The Apoſtle ingenioufly pro- 


ceeds to ſhew, that there are no parts of 
the body, however feeble, which are not 


_ eminently neceſſary; that there are none 


which are not honourable though we may 
deem them uncomely. Upon thaſs, argu- 
ments he founds a doctrine which I mean 
 - preſent to maintain with him, that 
. though there may be inequality among the 
ſeveral parts of one and the ſame- body, 

hether natural, religious, or civil, yet 


: intimately united as to act with one conſent, 


. eee ſuffer the reſt ſhould ſym- 


a pathize with it; if one member be honoured, 


all the members ſhould rejoice with it... Foe 


A . unleſs 


 , ſhFpld there be mo ſchiſm, no diſaffection 
and; obſtinate diviſion rt body, but the 
ſeveral members of it ought always to have 
care one for another. They ſhould be ſo 
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uoleſs ſuch be the mutual regard of every 

member to the content and happineſh of all, 
the whole body muſt neceſſarily periſh. 
The Apoſtle drew his compariſon from a 
; Fable of very great antiquity, which was 


once made uſe of with ſingular ſucceſs in 


difference had ariſen between the common 


people of that famous capital and the nobles 
who governed them. The former thou ght 


themſelves oppreſſed and injured, and cial 
aloud for a more equal diſtribution of the 

bleſſings of Providence. Hence aroſe fre- 
quent tumults and open mutinies in the 
city, and their enemies perceiving ſo much 


diſtraction amongſt them began to invade 


and lay waſte their territories. The nobles = 
called aloud to the people to unite and take 
up arms in defence of their country; but 
this they obſtinately refuſed to do, careleſs 


of the conſequences which might enſue. 


In tbis perilous fituation, a fate of rebellion 
and defiance of law, they remained for 
ſome time, while their enemies were e daily E 


> 


0 {© See 3 Life of Coriolanus. 


Rome * at a time of public commotion. A 


3 


3 . advancing. 


TS 


advancing. - They were at length ſucceſſ- 


1 eis by one of bein , 


the words of the Fable alluded to. He told 
them, that there was a time when all the 


bdther members of the human body mutinied 


againſt the ſtomach. They accuſed it of 
5 being idle, and of ſwallowing and conſum- 

in g the fruits of the earth, while the reſt of 
the members were expoſed to hardſhip and 
labour, to miniſter to its appetites. The 


truth of this accuſation, he continued to 


inform them, was not denied by the ſto- 
.. mach; It acknowledged that while it was 
idle and inactive, the hand and foot, and 
every other member of the body, were 
contributing to its ſupport and eaſe. It 
however maintained, that whatever it re- 
: ceived, it received for the common preſer- 
vation, and again diſtributed through many 
thouſands of channels, giving life and ſup- 


port to every member that now complained 


35 againſt it. He then proceeded to the appli- 


cation of ls Fable, and acquainted the peo- 


ple that they themſelves were the diſcon- 
tented members and the nobles were the 
devouring ſtomach, "WE ithout their aſſiſt- 
. e 
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ance, he was ready to acknowledge that 


the great council of the nation cond not 
exiſt, but if they compelled it to fall by 


their oppoſition, it was obvious that they 
muſt alſo periſh themſelves. If they re- 


fuſed to pay tribute and obedience, the 
whole body of the nation would be ſtarved 


and enfeebled, and become a prey to its 
enemies, if not to diſſolution. When de- 
liberation and mature digeſtion ſhould be 
impeded by their ls. they would 
themſelves begin to languiſh, and that free | 
circulation, which communicated ſtrength 


and ſpirit to the whole nation, would loſe 


its efficacy and at length totally ſtagnate. 


For it was nöt to themſelves ultimately 
that they owed their ſecurity and happi- 
neſs, but to their governors, who were 


hourly ſtudying the beſt means to preſerve 
them. 


An application ſo ſenſible, could not fail 
to produce its full effect upon a Roman 
heart; and 1 hope there is not a Britiſh one 


among ourſelves, that will not inſtantly ac- 


knowledge the wiſdom, of it. The differ- 
ence the F able aimed at Was corrected by it; 
and 


tf ae 
Aid both nobles and people were preſerved, 
by again acting in concert. : 
The end which the people of 1 by 
this unwiſe commotion, wiſhed to produce, 
was the humiliation and abolition of their 
government; the annihilation of places of 
pulls truſt and emolument, and an equal 
_ diſtribution of thoſe riches, which ſeemed 
to be engroſſed by their rulers, and to be 
: unjuſtly withheld from them. But a ſcheme 
of this kind, however plauſible it may ap- 
pear, is incompatible with the ſecurity and 
_ happineſs of man as a ſocial animal, and 
totally repugnant to the deſigus of Provi- 
dence. If we contemplate a Ship of war, 
as a little kingdom within itſelf, we ſhall 
be ſenſible, chat! it can have no force, unleſs 
| there be unity among its crew. To pro- 
duce this unity, it a be divided into ſe- 
parate companies, each of which muſt have 
its officer to overlook and command it. 
FT heſe ſeveral officers muſt again have other 
officers preſiding over chance to convey to 


them inſtructions and orders, tending to the 


ſame end, which muſt be received from the 
mouth of one hugle perſon, who has the 
Fo command 
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5 ( im.) 
command of all. Without theſe ſeveral de- 
grees of ſubordination, ſo large a ody of 
men would never act with vigour, nor all 
direct their efforts towards the ſame ſue. 
Conceive them to be all equal, and every 
man to be guided by his own will, and 
What ſiteboth would they retain? Their 
helm would change its courſe with every 
hand that was applied to it. Their artillery 
would be feebly ſupplied, and if they fell 
not into the hands of their enemy, they 
muſt be wrecked by their own diviſions. 
Extend the compariſon ſtill farther, and 
ſuppoſe a national Fleet to be the ſubject of 
contemplation. It is obvious, that every 
veſſel muſt not only be ſubject to its own 
_ officers, but to others which ſhall command 
the ſeveral diviſions of the Fleet; and the 
"commanders of thoſe ſeveral diviſions muſt 
8 ſubmit themſelves to a commander in chief. 
12 Thus conducted, it will alwayd- move as a2 
ſingle body, and direct all its endeavours 
towards the ſame enterpriſe. But conceive 
it to be deprived of its commander in chief, 
by mutiny, and it iuſtantly divides, and falls 
afunder. It becomes not one, but ſeveral 
B fleets, 


" 
*. ee 
, 


85 fleets, which, however owned they might 
be in conjunction, do not retain equal con- 
ſequence i in ſeparation. Imagine the com- 
mander of every veſſel to be e for | 
e equality, and the whole fleet will loſe its 
power; and, being guided by many wills, 
will be ſcattered into as many courſes as it 
has commanders. Thus will it become an 


1 army, which is as much a ſingle body | 
as the body of a ſingle man. The multitt 


j 
5 
12 


( 


eaſy prey to the foe, and the nation hk 
it ſerves muſt go down to the ground, _ 
Apply the fime method of really to 3 


which compoſes it, muſt of neceſſity be 
divided into ſmall companies and troops, 


and over each company and troop muſt be 
| appointed a ruler. The ſeveral companies 
- muſt again be united in ſeveral detach- ; 
ments, and their ſeveral rulers be ſubject to 
ths commanding officer of ſuch detach- 
ment. The commanders of detachments 
muſt again be ſubmitted to a commander in 


chief, nad thus will the whole body act 


with one conſent, and move with vigour 


and effect . the end which their 


country propoſes. ' But if ſentiments of 
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( 14 * 
equality once put an end to ſubordination, i 
what power will they have to repulſe an 


enemy; or how will they be able to ſub- E 
due one? . Scattered wide, like the flock 
upon the mountains, without order or diſ- 


tinction, they will be alarmed at the firſt | 
appearance of a foe, though inferior to 
themſelves. A company of foe will chaſe 
a hundred of them, and a hundred will put 
en thouſand 10 fight. They will even fly 
ben none purſues, and the fund 5 a ng 
leaf will chaſe them, 


Contemplate a fingle family any where 


ſituated, and it will as readily appear, that 
were all the members of it equal it could no 
longer ſubſiſt. In every dwelling-houſe 


upon earth, in which a family lives, there 


muyft be inequality. Where a father — 


his children are found, the latter, though - 
they may be grown up to man's eſtate, are 

Mill ſubject to the former. The father is 

the king and prince of his houſhold, with 
an undoubted right to control his children, 
and with till greater authority over his 
ſervants. Were either children or ſervants 


to rebel, Po inſiſt upon an equal divifion | | 


of | 


( 15 ) | 
of his property, they would be ils of | 


flagrant injuſtice towards him, and bring 
ruin upon themſelves. For it is not likely 


that diſtribution would be made without 


diſſenſion; and if it were, being then inde- 
pendent of each other, they would inſtant- 
ly be diſperſed i in ſeveral ways, and the fa- 
mily be ho more. A family therefore can- 
not exiſt without a lord and maſter, and 
_ degrees of ſubordination. Nor could ſeveral 
Famile live peaceably in the neighbour- 
hood of each other, were they not united 
in diſtricts and pariſhes, governed by their 
ſeveral wardens, magiſtrates, and miniſters. 
Theſe ſeveral wardens, magiſtrates, and : 
miniſters, with their ſeveral diſtricts and 
\ pariſhes, as they are ſpread over the ſurface 

of a large country, muſt be again united 
into 3 counties and provinces, and 
officers be appointed to preſide over each, 
to ſee that order is preſerved. The ſeveral 
officers thus appointed, muſt be made ac- 
countable to one perſon, who is to be con- 

5 ſidered. as the father and governor of this 
immenſe family, the head and guide of this 
great body, of 1 in other words, its King. 

” | [ Round 


. 6 ) 15 
Round about him muſt ſtand his 88 | 
. lors, who ſhall furniſh him with wiſdom, for . 
the benefit of his people, and, his judges - 
who ſhall diſtribute juſtice and judgment to 
every part of his dominions. Round about 
him muſt alſo ſtand the deputies and repre- 
ſentatives of his people, who ſhall act as 
mediators and expounders between him and 


the multitude, who are too numerous to be 
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ſeparately heard. A conſtitution ſo con- 
ſtructed naturally demands an infinite num- 
ber of degrees in ſubordination; Which muſt 
be all approved of, and ſubmitted to, if- we 
wiſh the body to exiſt, and wou: till en- 
joy that conſequence and ſecurity which it 
affords. For, as a great * draniatic. mbraliſt 
has obſerved, government, if we wiſh te 
preſerve | harmony and full effect, muſt, 
like muſic, be diſpoſed into parts, "ol high, 
and Jow, and lower. He therefore 2 Bade 
an ingenious argument, to enforce obedi- 
* ence and good order, from the natural and 
well- ns hiſtory of bees. Here man may 
Fo indeed imbibe a uſeful leſſon of inſtruction, 


Fe | * See Not (42. 
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TT 4 — 
ty ſanftioncd by the Creator. He nay 


behold happineſs and wealth poſſeſſed by a 


family of mere inſects, in conſequence of 
their obedience to their natural ſovereign, 


and their never-failing attention to > indul-. 


try. 


the Creator. It is everywhere the pre- 


_ vailing ſyſtem of his works. What are all | 


the nations of the earth before him, but fo. 


many provinces of one immenſe contin | 
over which he reigns as the King of 
kings? Look to the heavens, and ſee if 


there be equality there. Is there not one 


glory of the ſun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the flars * 
Among the ſtars themſelves is there not 


hut not in the hive ans: ſhall we Tee | 
N ubordinatgon | and equality approved of by | 


great dif garity, one Aar differing from another 


. far in glory? Of the five which are ſo 

near to us, and which, by being the only 
ones that move, have attracted os engaged 
the human eye, and exerciſed the under- 


ſtanding from age to age, are not three in- 


ferior to the ch and to each other, in 


8 magnitude, and t greatly ſuperior? „ 
5 B = .- 


— 


: = 3 
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love of 1 its er 


ꝙ > 


not the earth attended by a moon, while its 


three inferiors are e any, though one 


of them does not receive from the Pa more 


than half the light and heat which 1 is com- 


5 municated to oi Of the two ſuperior 


planets, is not the larger the leaſt ſumptu- 


ouſly attended ? Are "OM honours even in 


proportion to the honours of our earth ? 


Though his bulk exceed that of this world, 


by morelth« an a thouſand times, yet is he 


pa nied but by four moons. The re- 
maining plariet, on the contrary, though 
little more than half equal to him inglize, is 
ſurrounded by a greater family, and adorn- 


ed with a ring of peculiar beauty, which 


none can oll. without admiration, and 


Such is the inequality which prevails 


| among the vilible works of God; among 
the ſtars of heaven, as far as we, with our 
feeble eyes and limited underſtandings, are 


able to peruſe and comprehend them: Could 


we penetrate into the inviſible. heapen, | 


we are informed that we ſhould there alſo. . 


mect with ſubordination. For in the great 


court alpye, where God bf ts upon bis 
| =_—_ ” throne, 


4” 


ERR "oO © 
FELLA 2} 
- throne, thouſands minifter unto him, and een 
thouſand times ten thouſand ſland before him. „ 
There are angels and archangels, che rubin 
and ſeraphim, and a great army of inferior 
orders, for ever employed in his ſervice. 
The whole univerſe is a ſyſtem of grada- 
1 tion, dignity above COPE , from the mean- 


* we W ich w 
to the abyſs. The proug and e : CY 
© Lucifer, not pleaſed with the ſtation which && -» 
odd had allotted him, drew away the third 
part of heaven after him, and took up arms 
15 againſt the Almighty. He vaunted and 
„ Pak „Iwill. exalt my throne above the lars of 
Cod, I will aſcend above the heights of the 
EE clouds, J will be like the Moſt High. It Was 
this which kindled war even in heaven, 
and which compelled the Almighty to caſt 
him and his angels down to hell, and to de- 
liver them into ra of- darkneſs, 4% be re- 
re unto judgment. | 
5 as God puniſhed his az for 
their chen to aboliſh ſubordina- 
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tion, and eſtabliſh equality, 555 overturning 

the throne of heaven, ſo has he never 95 8 
fered any thing but miſery to attend ſimilar 
attempts upon earth. *Eat us advert to the 


& 8 


I Tm) 


times, when the lawful- Sovereign, of our 


own country was put to death; bin the 


Houſe. of Lords was voted to be uſeleſs and 
dangerous, and therefore aboliſhed ; when 


5 the payment of rents and tuthes was re- 


| Hitcd ; ; when miniſters and magiſtrates were 


* 
m 


held to be needleſs, and the very ſabbath to 
be unneceſſary; And when an dqual diſtribu- 
tion of property and power, y was the outcry: 


of a deluded pcople * To what did theſe 


pernicixus doctrines, and unjuſt proceed- . 
ings, then lead, but to the- ruin of thoſe 
who gave them birth, and to the effuſion 


of mich innocent blood. Inſtead of being re- 


lieved from thoſe Kndcted erievantces which it 


reſented, how did the whole land mourn for 


the loſs of its ancient goverament, and how 


gladly did! it weleome its return. To the pre- 


ſent hour, we aunually! lament that depravity, 5 
which occaſioned God to give us up to ſuch 


ordinate defires, and celebrate the day 


5 SeeNote [B]. 


. 


{6a } 


„„ Wich again e to us a kink, and that 


dependance which attends ge 


If we examine the commotions, ſo ſimi- 


lar to our own, which prevail in a neigh- © 


bouring kingdom, ſhall we find them pro- 


ductive of any preſent happineſs, or does 


and put an end to his life, but as if liberty 
__wereto know no bounds, and man were to 


acknowledge no ſaperior in heaven above 
or in earth beneath, they have ſet up their 
ſtandard againſt God himſelf. Even he. 
bad f 

5 kingdom that will not ſerve thee [hall periſh, 
„ thoſe nations fball be utterly waſted, even 
Ine has been openly defied by the rejection 


who has 3 of his ſon, the nation 


of his Anointed, and by the perſecution, 
maſſacre, and Plunder. of his miniſters. 
The thirſt of pillag2, under the plea of 


” F 


any proſpect of national felicity promiſe to 
await them? To what have their extrava. 
gant doctrines of equality led, but to ini- : 
5 quity and impiety hitherto unparalleled n- 
- the hiſtory of mankind. Not only againſt _ 
their Prince have they lifted up the: beten 


equalizing a populous nation and ſupport- 
ing the many upon the ſuperfluities of the 
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few, has aboliſhed 8 and arilioe racy, 5 
and with them all their advantages and 


bleſſings. To be rich, is 
| 0 to bring down the ſanguinary arm 


of the hw upon the neck of-an innocent 


individual, who is deprived of his life that 


the ſtate may ſubſiſt on his property. In- 


juſtice is exerciſed over the fallen orders, 
With a rigour which 2hey never dared nor 
attempted to proſecute. From a fituation, 8 
in Which ſhe perhaps at times (but not 
lately) felt inconvenience from the ſeverity 
of a ſingle deſpot, behold a great nation b 
her own folly precipitated: into the hands of 
tyrants without number. See her encom- 
paſſed by armies without, diſtracted by di- 55 


viſions within, her ploughſhares beat into 
ſwords, her pruning hooks into ſpears, her. 


commerce and agriculture at a ſtand, famine 
at her gates, her priſons crowded, and her 
inhabitants continually falling before the 


ſword of their enemies e or the blow of the 


executioner. Ro 
Such are the tertible conſequences of 
that deſtruction of order and ſubordination, 
4 it has t God Aha attend the 


Son | removal 


lone crime .. 


(2) 


removal of our ſovereigns, and that wild 
ſcheme of equalizing mankind, which ſome 


are ſo fond as to maintain. Rather than 


. plead for the introduction of ſuch doctrines 


and the terrors which accompany them, 


: ſurely it were wiſer to ſubmit ourſelves 


even to the froward, and if to the froward 


how much more to the good and gentle. 


What apology then; what ſufficient excuſe 


can a Britiſh ſulje& advance for entertain= 


ing a with to ſee the demand of equality 


ſpread itſelf over his own country! ? Has he 


cauſe to be diſſatisfied with his Prince ? IE-- 
he imagines he has, let him compare his 


ſovereign with any other king upon earth, 


and ſayto which he would give the prefer- 


ence” Let him compare bn with his own 
anceſtors, and ſay when theſe kingdoms 


had greater reaſon to be ſatisfied N con- 
tented. Was the nation happier under its 


Ifirſt conqueror, or when the ufurper Boling- 


proke waded through blood to its throhie? 3 
Puder which prince of the houſe of Lan- 
aſter did it enjoy a ceſſation from civil 


ſcommotion, or ambitious and unnegeſſary 
war? What was its eaſe during the ſhort 
- B 4 e reigns 


. 24 To 3 855 


reigns of the two brothers a the houſe of 


York, the one crowned and again dethroned 


: by his factious nobles, the othe ſupported - 


| couragement from the example 


only by tyranny and the wanton effuſiom of 


blood? Shall we prefer to theſe days, the 5 
ſovereignty of our ſeventh Henry, or char 


of his libidinous and cruel ſucceſlor ? Shall 


we wiſh again to ſee the arbitrary meaſures 5 | 

of the two ſiſter Queens take place among 
us? Shall we long for the days of our firſt 

Charles, or hope to revive the licentious 


proceedings of his one ſon, or the crooked 


policy of his other? Shall we pray God to 


reſtore us our protectorate, and to make us 
again a common wealth? Let us ſhudder at 


le thought, and. feel proud that at a mo- 


ment when impiety, vice, and diſſipation 
are ſo common, they. meet with no en- 
court. Loet us thank God, that we = a 


ſovereign whom it is an honour to own, 


who has no diſpoſition to oppreſs us, but 


who delights in giving happineſs to his 
people, and in maintaini g their rights. 


Let him then, who has hitherto com- 
Plained of the times in which he lives, and 
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of the ſovereign whom he ſerves, look with - 
an eye of ſteadier attention upon both, and 
inſtead of longing to undermine the throne, 8 
let him imitate the virtues which are there 
diſplayed. Let him atk his own heart if 
he who wiſhes for chauge elſewhere as 
nothing to correct at Wan Is he as 
ſteady as his King in the obſervation of all 
religious and 48180 duties, as conſtant | 
© ip bis: attendance upon public prayer and at 
"the altar, and as zealous to beautify the 
 tewple, in which he worſhips ? Is he, in 
proportion to his circumſtances, as much 
| inclined to relieve the needy, and ſuccour 
the wretched ? Has he not rather ſome- 
times practiſed harſhneſs and ſeverity With- 
in the ſmall bounds of a pariſh, for which 
be can produce no precedent from the 
throne ? Has he not neglected his duties at 
home and at church, fled from the ſacra- 
ment, avoided the houſe of prayer, ſuffered 
his place of worſhip to decay, and his 
family to grow - up in ignorance and with- 
out l while he has been indulging 
chimerical notions of national reform, and 
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poiſoning his underſtanding with every bane⸗ 
ful and ſeditious publication, let the author 


of it andthe matter be ever ſo contemptible. 


Let ſuch a man be moth attentive to his 
own concerns, and not preſume to maintain 
or diſſeminate opinions, which may even- 


tually be the ruin of himſelf and his country. 


Let him ſtudy the chapter from which the 
I text is taken, and inſtead of harbouring diſ- 
content in himſelf or exciting it in others, 
let him endeavour to reconcile miſunder- 


ſtandings, that here be no ſchiſm in the body. 


Let him refer to hiſtory and to the fable, 
and be ſatisfied that the members of the 

body cannot exiſt without the ſtomach, and 
much leſs without the head. Let him ob- 
ſerve that regal government has been ſanc- | 
tioned by the approbation and coneurrence 
of the wiſeſt ages of the world, and it is 
not likely that the ſhallow philoſophy of 
modern times will be able to invent a better 
mode. Experience indeed has taught and 

is hourly teaching us, that as we depart 
from individual monarchy, we open the way 

for diſorder and calamity. Nations which 
have committed the reins to two ſuprerie 
: | - ___ governors _ 


Ns 


y 


TT 


1 have often been diſtracted, they 
5 witch have endeavoured to rule by a body 
havealways been tardy and inactive. Fleets 
with two commanders, and armies not ſub- 
mitted to one, never act with vigour, as 
this couutry in the former inſtance has more 
than once experienced. We can be ſecure 
: only in ourſelves and a terror to our ene- 
mies, by being diſpoſed as ſo many mem- 


bers. under the guidance of one head, all 


attentive to our ſeveral offices, the eye not 
contending with the Hand and ſaying, I have 
By ers of thee, nor again the head with the 
Feet, ſaying, 1 have mo need of you, nor the 
| feet with the head, ſaying, Me have no need 
, you. Without feet or hands it is true 

that thg body may exiſt, but it will be 
crippled and defenceleſs; without its head, 
it muſt (inſtantly periſh. Every member 
has its uſe and conſequence, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt. Let all be united 
therefore in one common cauſe of mutual 
preſervation, and be the idle and deſtructive 


| notion of rig no longer heard of among 


us. $i 
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"Mn. that the armed hand doth fight abroad | 
T' adviſed head defends itſelf at home. 

or government, though high, and low, and lower, 
put into parts, doth keep in one conſent, ; 

i Congruing i ina full and natural cloſe, 


T Like muſic, 


Therefore heaven doth ai) 
15 The ſtate of man in divers functions, 
| Setting endeavour i in continual motion; „ 
To which ig fixed as an aim or butt 
„ ſo work the honey bees, 
Creatures that by a ruling nature teach 
The art of order to a peopled kingdom. 
They haveg King and officers of ſorts, 
Where ſome like magiſtrates correct at Toy 
Others like merchants venture trade abroad ; 
Others like ſoldiers, armed in their ſtings, 
Make boot upon the ſummer's velvet buds, N 
Which pillage they with merry march n home 
To the tent royal of their Emperor; 
Who, buſied in his majeſty, ſurveys 
The finging maſon building roofs of gold, 
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( 3o Y 
The civil citizens kneading up the honey, | 
The poor mechanic porters crowding in 
Their heavy burdens at his narrow gate, 
The 5 N 55 Juſtice with hi furly hum 
Delivering o'er to executors pale 
The lazy yawning drone. 


FB x 
'T his is not the firſt attempt at equality which appears 
in the hiſtory of this iſland. In the reign of Richard II. 


the poll- tax having been collected with ſome rigour by 
certain Flemings who farmed it, great diſcontents pre- 
vailed in the kingdom. One of them who collected in 


Kent having demanded of Wat Tyler twelve-pence for 


his daughter, the father affirmed that ſhe was under the 


age ſpeciſied in the Act of Parliament, 1 he collector 
tak ing ſome unwarrantable liberties upon the. occaſſon, 


was by the father killed upon the ſpot for his inſolenee. 


An inſurrection immediately took place, and not only 
the inhabitants of Deptford, where the fact was commit- 
ted, but all the people of Kent and Eſſex flocked together. 
In a ſhort time Tyler found himſelf attended by above a 


| hundred thouſand men, and was choſen their Head and 
Protectar. Had they aimed at. nothing farther than the 
pardon of their leader, their zeal would have been com- 


mendable, becauſe he had certainly received fuſficient 
provocation for acting as he had done. But inftead of 
demanding equity, this immenſe body of people, with the 
cuſtomary licentiouſneſs of a mob, determined with 
great injuſtice. to exerciſe their vengeance on the. Nobi- 
oy: and Gentlemen of the Jaw, T hey marched immedi- 


8 


een HEN. V. 


ately - 


P 


«the weak, as well as the reduction of the mighty. They : 


(#1 | 


ately towards London, imprudently opening all the gals 


as they went, and ſetting free the priſoners. Among 
theſe was one Ball, a prieſt of Maidſtone, who no ſooner 


found himſelf at liberty, than he began to preach to the 


populace the moſt ſeditious ſermons, His doctrine was 


the doctrine of Equality, He told them that all men be- 


ing ſons of Adam, there ought to be no diſtindion among 
them, and Yonſequently it was their duty to reduce the world 


to a perfed parity. Inflamed by his diſcourſes, this de- - 
| Iuded multitude reſolved to diſpatch all the Nobility, and 


all. who were diſtinguiſhed by their poſts. Without the 


ſmall eſt hefitation therefore, they cut off the hcads of all 
the Lords, Gentlemen, Judges, and Counſellers, who were 


ſo unfortunate as to fall into their hands, They ſent to 


the King to defire he would appear in perſon before them, 
and becauſe their demand was not complied with, 
marched into Southwark, and began to plunder it ; as if 


the doctrine of equality would juſtify the oppreſſion of 


| then endeayoured to enter London itſelf, nor did they 


meet with much refiflance, The mob having ſided with 
them, the magiſtrates were overruled, and the gates 
Which then flood at the end of London- bridge were 


opened for their admiſſion. by + he moſt blind and unjuſt 


_ ravages immediately commenced. The houſes of all 


ſuch as they looked upon to be their enemies were given 
uß tothe flames. The palaces of the Duke of Lancaſ- 
ter and the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the houſes of the 
Judges, Lords, and principal citizens, the Temple and 
all the writings it contained, were reduced to aſhes. 

They had taken an oath to extirpate whateyer had the 
| e of greatneſs and Alen Thee 


e 


ized on 


„ 


„„ 
. Fi leming againſt whom they were partrularly in- 
'ed, drag I; them from the churche es where they had 


nen lanctuar 75 and upon their not being able to pro- 
n nge certain words which were difficult to foreigners, 
murdered them on the ſpot. They approached the 
Tower, and a panic having ſpread itſelf through the gar- 
rif n, it was fur:endered to them. Here they found the 


Archbifop of Canterbury and the High Treaſurer, 


who had fled hither for ſafety, and without any form of 


law, cut off both their heads. They then divided them- 


ſelves into three companies, Tyler with thirty thouſand 


remaining at the Tower, Straw with ſixty thouſand ad- 
vancing into the city, and the third body marching under 


another leader wherever they pleaſed. By ſome denden 
conceſſions of the King and Council, the party of Straw 


was diſperſed and returned home into Eflex, ſatisfied with 


a charter and act of grace, Tyler was then ſent to, and 
invited to a conference with the King in perſon. He 


inſolently replied, that he ſhould come when he thought 


proper. ' He advanced leiſurely towards Smithfield, 
where he was met by a Knight ſent. from the King to in- 


1 | quire the reaſon of his tardineſs. With this gentleman he 


was highly incenſed, becauſe he delivered the King's 
orders without alighting from his horſe, and would pro- 
bably have killed him with his own band, had not the 
King, who was near enough to ſee what paſſed, with a 
loud voice commanded the X pie cht to diſmount. A con- 
ſerence immediately began, in "le this extravagant 
reformer and jeveller demanded, that all the ancient laws 
ſhuuld be «boliſhed, and the form of government new modelled 
according to a plan of his own. While he was making | 
his ce, he lifted up nt s ſword at times, as if he in- 
tended 


+ 33 L 
tended to terify the King into compliance. This me- 
' nace ſo irritated the Lord Mayor, who attended his So- 
vereign, that he diſcharged a ſevere blow eon the head 
of Tyler with his mace, and laid him inſtantly dead at 


his feet. By this bold ſtep and a few ſubſequent mea- 


ſures, the depredations of this furious mob were put an | 
end to, and they were compelled to lay down their arms 
and diſperſe. : 
But the ſame wild ſcheme of equalizing all ranks and 
degrees of men, had by this time been extended into 
other counties by the aſſiduities of the preacher, and an 
accomplice. Much cruelty was committed by the po- 
pulace, whom they had deluded, in Suffolk. The Chief 
Juſtice, Sir John Cavendiſh, fell a ſacrifice to their 
barbarity. All the charters in the Abbey of St. Ed- 
mund's Bury, and in the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
were burnt by them, Littſtar, an alehouſe-keeper at 
Norwich, at the head of a body of Norfolk rebels, cruelly 
put to death all the Judges and Lawyers who fell into his 
hands. He obliged ſeveral Lords and Gentlemen to 
ſerve him on their knees, and if any one refuſed to ſub- 
mit to ſuch an indignity, he immediately ordered his 
head to be cut off. In ſuch a manner he treated in par- 
ticular the Earl of Suffolk. His followers were ſoon af- 


ter put to the rout, one of the ſeditious prieſts was | 


ſeized with him and beheaded on the ſpot, and himſelf 
was ſent to London, where he received the juſt reward 
of his crimes. | | 
Great numbers of theſe deluded multitudes were e lain 

in ſeveral conflicts; and it is affirmed that above fifteen 
hundred died by the public executioner. Among the 
latter was Straw, who confeſſed before he was executed, 

| "hn Nu: | 


* n * . 1 1 - 1 — 2 * — - * NI D . - 4 - — N 
wo _ - " . 82A, * — 2 23 9 —— * - — 2 2 — — e 1 > . 7 4 2 — + mt a I — 1 a, 4 — a — — — * 
= CEE OED ö Ne e 2 SS A — ̃— e ,. . — . S : N 
X 4 A — U oh — NY — — — — 8 — - — _ g 3 SIR 3 Ie I Cee » b : - : 2 
ve * ws 8 a — * — p — n oe oh 3 1 
Fa ow - 2 — 1 2 e — — 8 2 -r<f ein — 4 Grate rpg SN 
* dy 5 a > a EL ets r ICE TITEL REECE roar te F — SEAM Df _—_ IS: SET 8 
3 1 — * = PR . — 6 2 — * 1422 2 o — Ab - — C — — — = os 5 er — — = — — 22 - 
rn 1 rey „ ene N N wel ro ” - ns Nets Ps ho _ F ̃ ˙ iis Sa = 
E ˙— — ˙— 8 — 2 S . r ns — i 
= 4 5 — * _ —— . SES 8 — 3 e 52 34 A gt l 
1 e — CE FRG * — * 


i 
3 
9 'S 
4:36 
1 5 * 
135 } 
* 8 
17 14 þ 


rn 1 


85 

4 

* 

" WW 3 

: I; 5 
13 2 
1 UA > 
"My 8" 
BF 2 

3 $ 

7 

1 * 


Mn doctrine of equality at that time. The effuſion of much 
innocent blood, the murder of many of the greateſt 0 a4 2 
ments in their day, of the ſtate, the pulpit, and the | 
the demolition and ruin of every man apd his property 


| 't- 34 ) 
that their deſign was, had they ſucceeded, to have mur- 
derell the King, to have aboliſhed the nobility and clergy, ex- 


© cept the pooreſt of the Friars, to have put an end to all the 
ancient laws, and to have made new ones, and to have 


parted England into ſeveral kingdoms, over which they were 
10 have preſided themſelves. See Rapin. | 


Such were the heinous conſequences of the perniciou 


bar ; 


who could be deemed great or rich; and the death of 


' thouſands who engaged in the ſupport of this ſavage and 


© iniquitous attempt. In ſhort, there aroſe from it a 
ſcene of ſlaughter and outrage, which nothing ever ſur- 
 paſied but the preſent troubles 1 in France, which origi- 
nate from the ſame cauſe. | 

The levellers which made their appearance in the laſt 
century, produced diſorders of the ſame atrocious na- 


ture, but were quelled by vigorous exertions, before 
their doctrines had led to the commiſſion of ſo many 


cruelties. Charles I. in his letter to both Houſes of | 
Parliament, which he left upon his table when he with- 
drew into the Iſle of Wight, complained of the coun- 
tenance given to notions of equality among his enemies, 


1 EG of their openly intending the deſtruction of the no- 


| bility. There had been for ſome time a conſiderable 
faction in the army, who held, like the French reformers 


of the preſent day, that all degrees of perſons ſhould be le. 
| welled, and an equality eflabliſhed both in titles and eſtates 


* throughout the kingdom. This faction became ſo nume- 
rous; aft it in a ſhort t time it un great uneaſineſs to the 


general | 


— 


they had as much right as their ſuperior; 


ON 


„„ ) 


general officers, ang cn. y to Cromwell, who fore- 


ſaw the anarchy and miſryſe which muſt follow from the 
5 prevalence of ſuch Enti 
tion therefore of the lev lors who were meſs all pri- 
vate ſoldiers, was forbidden to be held. In defiance of 
the order, they continued to debate, angefuſed to obey. 
their officers or their General, The contended, that 


_ tling the government : a principle, ſays Rapin, tending to 


level all ranks and degrees of men, and conſequently to 


breed horrible confuſion. Their numbers and their in- 


ſolence increaſed daily ; and it appeared probable, that a 


diviſion of the army would take place, when every thing 
_ depended on their union, At this critical moment, 


Cromwell having received notice of the place at which 


they were convened, immediately repaired thither with 
a ſelect guard. He aſked a few queſtions relative to the 
| buſineſs of the aſſembly, and being anſwered with contu- 
macy, inftantly knocked down two or three of the ring- 
leaders with his own hand. He made a briſk charge upon 
tte reſt, and having ſeized as many as he thought proper, 
diſperſed the remainder, Of thoſe which he made pri- 


ſoners, ſome were ſent to London, and others were 


hanged on the ſpot. By a few ſuch encounters, the ad- 
*vocates of equality were totally ſubdued, and order was 
re-eſtabliſhed. | | | 
'Their opinions however were ſtill propagated, and over- 
ſpread a great part of the kingdom. To them we may aſ- 


coribe the murder of the King, and that unjuſt and contemp- 


' tuous' vote of the Commons, by which they declared 
the Lords to be aboliſhed. Shortly after the King” 8 
death, Cromwell being ſent into Ireland, ſentiments of 
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| y 56 J 
equality w were again openly avowed, and a body of five 
thouſand levellers aſſembled at Burford. But here they 5 
were unexpectedly attacked and defeated by order of 


Fairfax. Nine hundred horſe and four hundred foot were 


made priſoners, and ſome of them executed. 


Mie need only look to the preſent diſturbances in 
France, to be aſſured that enormities of the moſt brutal 


and ſavage nature would have been added to thoſe already 


committed, had not ſome ſyſtem of ſubordination ſtill 
been preſerved by theſe ſpirited meaſures. ' A ſyſtem of 
ſubordination is indeed the natural ſtate of mankind, and 

the only means by which any thing like equality can be 
preſerved. God never intended that his creatures ſhould - 

be equal. The poor man is often incumbered with a 

| family, when it is denied to the rich; but hence ariſes 
occaſion for charity, one of the moſt ſalutary and con- a 


 ciliating virtues of life, the very bond of union. Ta- 


" lents are beſtowed in a manner ftill more unequal, on 
the rich and poor alike; and were actual equality with 
reſpect to wealth to be eſtabliſhed in one year, theſe 
cauſes alone would produce inequality in the next. The 
very cry ef equality ſerves only to introduce a tate of 
things more unequal. It deprives the weak of that pro- 
teftron which. juſtice, in a ſtate of order, is always 
ready to give them, and gives licence to the ſtrong to 
tyrannize without reſtraint. Who wil maintain that 
more liberty, more wealth, or more enjoyment, is 


fallen to the lot of any ſingle peaſant, who has ſup- 
ported the violerſt meaſures of the Gallic levellers? 


Does he not live in a ſtate of ten times more rigour and 
apprehenſion, than he ever experienced under the ſevereſt 
of his monarchs? Is he not a ſoldier by conſtraint, - 
driven by 8 the fear of death into o the field, and by 'the fear 


5 > | of. 


Y. - 


(on 


| of death: compelled to ſhed his blood W What gu- 
ation can we imagine more unequal and tyrannous? and 
who that is not infatuated, and may be ſoberly deemed a 
Chriſtian and friend to mankind, but muſt wiſh it re- 
verſed! | | EN 


Long as this note already is, 1 mult add to it another 


chile; that the doctrine of equality has never been 
maintained, but by the moſt ignorant and undiſcerning 


of mankind. The more ſenſible, whether rich or poor, 


haue always diſavowed it. Its adyocates, therefore, have 
ever appeared contemptible in the eyes of ſucceeding 
ages. Will not ſuch be in future, is it not already, the 
fate of Orleans? Will it not be equally the fate of ma- 
: ny other of thoſe ſpurious conſtellations, with which the 
| Gallic multitude have been aſtoniſhed, and by which they 
| have been deluded? Is it not the fate of many of their 
\ ſhort-lived meteors, whoſe day has been extinguiſhed by 
| the guillotine ? and will it not be the fate of the fiery, 
| bloody, and diſaſtrous comets, which now ſhed baneful 


influence upon the nation in their ſwift and peſtilential ca- 
reer? Will it not be the fate of an outlawed reformer 


of our iſland, whoſe doctrines of right are ſo eagerly 


ſwallowed by the 'diſcontented? How will poſterity 


ſmile, at the ſimplicity of times in which the ſentiments of 
an exciſeman were deemed by ſome the communications 


of an angel? An exciſeman, who ſpent a part of his life 
within nine miles of the ſpot at which this note is writ- 


ten, whoſe life has been publiſhed, and of which life, : | 
- while he continued among us, notwithſtanding the con- 
trary has been ſtrenuouſly ſupported, there does not appear 


to have been any malicious exaggeration ;—a man, deſ- 


titute of the graces of grammatical education; deſticute 
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. 5 ( 38 x . 
of charity and good breeding; ſarcaſtie, f nd, and vul- 
gar in his ſpeech; —a man, who did not truly ſerve his 
King or his country as a civil offiger, and who, having | 
Med from the Britiſh ſhore, went'to the aid of rebellion 
abroad z—a man, who by long difaffetion; has rooted in 
his heart unconquerable prejudices againſt the eſtabliſh- 
ment of this country, whether i in church or ſtate, | and 
is ready to ſay or attempt any thing which may irritate or 
ſubvert both. If his friends maintain that it is the love 
of mankind at large that makes him write as he does, I 
can aſſure them from his own lips, that it is his hatred of 
what he ſtiles privileged orders, orders which muſt ſub- 
Giſt in a ſtate of ſubordination. If any ſhall aſſert, that 
he gives us thf cool and deliberate deciſions of a calm 
and philoſophic mind, I bear witnefs that his ſenſe, whe⸗ 
ther common or uncommon, is ſwayed by malignant 
principle, a deſire (to ſpeak in his own words) to blow 
| the bellows upon the populace, and enjoy the conflagra- 
tion which-his diabolical endeavours may exCite. There 
is, both in his perſon and deportment, a ſingular reſem- 


blance of the factious republican i in Homer, 
5 | 
Oc g ere prov noi an re wo Te 20, Ee 
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Of utt'rance prompt, but i in cos phraſe | 
Deep-learn'd alone, with which to llander Kings, 
Might he but ſet the rabble ina roar, | 
He cared not with what jeſt ; o all from Greece | 
To 
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0 39 oY 
To luim ſent, his country s chief reproach, 
ah he was, 

Fw —his head 
Was moulded ſharp, and ſprinkled thin with hair. 


Nor can Hers be imagined a form of work which 
will better expreſs the vain and contumacious ſpirit of 
this ſelf-ſufficient modern Therſites, than the ſpeech 
which Homer puts into the mouth of the Grecian com- 


plainer. Both are ready enough to boaſt of what they 


have done and intend to do. 
OA £yw nos h, 1 ae Ax#twny 


Whom Lor other valiant Greek may bind. 


* 


and both, for the ſake of reviling, will curſe their ſupe- 
riors even for inſults offered to their enemies, confound- 


ing all in one general ſhower of fire-brands and arrows, 
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What would'ſt thou now ? 
Now, Agamemnon? 
It was not well, great Sir, that thou ſhould'ſt bring 
A plague on the Achaians as of late. „„ 
. „dö́ 


hereof is thy eompl. int 
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But come, my Grecian liſters, foldiers man's 


Unfitly, of a ſex too ſoft for war, 


Come let us homeward; let him here dgelt | 
| What he ſhall gorge, alone; that he Ay learn 


If our affiſtance profit him or not. 
For when he ſhamed Achilles, he diſgraced 


A chief far worthier than himſelt— - TT 


But tuſh—Achilles lacks . | 


Himſelf the 50 of a man; no gall 
Hath he within him, or his hand long ſince - 
Had Ropped that mouth that it ſhould ſcoff no more. 


Inſtead.of approving of the malevolence of either 
racter, let us reply in the words of Ulyſſes, 


| Oigo a,b, Avyus Wig b ans, 
| lo, And ebe os cg. S SH Baonuou 
Ou yag EW ge ng. X#peioTzgo» 9 8 5 4 
EHE, | 


Therſites, Railer, peace. Think not thyſelf, 

Although thus eloquent, alone exempt - 
From obligation not to ſlander Kings. 

I deem thee moſt contemptible. 


Let us add alſo with the ſame wiſe 4 _ com- 


1 
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4 + © Pellow, 
Sit ill, hear _— thy e hear. 


For 


(% ² 
For who art thou? a daſtard and a drone, 
Of none account in council or in arms. 
By no means may we all alike bear ſway. | 
| —plurality of Kings 
Were evil. One ſuffices. 


= 


-"Cowrnn, Is I. 


To that contempt, therefore, which has fallen upon 
the memory of Wat the Tyler, Littſtar, the Ale-houſe- 
keeper, and Jack Straw, let us deliver over the leſs 


heeded exciſeman. Let us be more diſcerning than to 


follow blindly every political or religious teacher that * 
ſtarts up among us from a menial occupation, How. 


can we expect to receive pure inſtruction if we put a 
common ſoldier into the pulpit, or draw our notions of 


national policy from the lips of a labourer or mechanic? 
The wiſdom of a learned man, ſays the ſon of Sirach, 
cometh by opportunity of leiſure ; and he that hath little Bu- 


© fineſs ſhall become wiſe, How can he get wiſdom that hold- © 


eth the plough, and that glorieth in the goad, that driveth 


oxen and is occupied in their labours, and whoſe talk is of | | 


bullocks ® He giveth his mind to make furrows, and is di- 
gent to give the kine fodder. So every carpenter and work 
maſter that laboureth, the ſmith fitting hy the anvil and con- 
| fidering the i iron work, the potter turning the wheel ; all 
| theſe are cvery one wiſe i in his work, and without them can- 
not a city* be inhabited. But they ſhall not be/ ſought for in 
public counſel, nor fit high in the congregation; they ſhall 
not fit on the judges ſeat, nor underſtand the ſentence of Judge 
ment: * cannot declare dier and . = 
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THE DAY 


' APPOINTED FOR A GENERAL FAST. | 


O Britain, often reſcued, often crown'd 
Beyond thy merit, and moſt ſanguine hopes, 
With all that's great in war, or ſweet in peace, 
Know from what ſource thy ſignal bleſſings flow. 
Though bleſs'd with ſpirits ardent in the field, 
Though cover'd various oceans with thy fleets; 
Though fenced with rocks, and moted by the —_ 
Thy truſt repoſe in a far ſtronger guard; 

Ina Him, who thee though naked could defend, 

Though weak could ſtrengthen, ruin d could . 
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THE NAME OF THE LORD 18 A STRONG. 
TOWER, THE RIGHTEOUS RUNNETH 


INTO IT AND 18 SAFE. on 


Tax 5 often repreſent to us the 
ſecurity which ariſes from reliance upon 
God, under thoſe images which afford us 


the ſtrongeſt oreſuragtion of ſafety from a 


national enemy. Thus to betake ourſelves 
to God in the moment of diſtreſs and ter- 


ror, is herg faid to be putting our confi” 
dence in mighty bulwark, in which, ſo -_ 


long as we are clothed in the complete 


armour of righteouſneſs, we are ſafe from 
every aſſault. The Pſalmiſt David, Who 
was one of the greateſt warriors Iſrael ever 
produced, Was A ſenſible that the protec- 
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| Tt 46 3 
tion of God was neceſſary to give ſucceſs 
to his arms, that he always cation upon 
him previous to every enterprize, and in 
his thankſgivings ſtiles bim his rock and 
Jortreſs, his buckler and high zower, Bis 
ſhield, his frength, and his deliverer. Under 
the ſhadow of the Almighty he pronounces 
that we ſhall have nothing to fear from he 
terror by night, nor. "A the arrow that 
= - fieth by day. A thouſand, ſays he, ſhall 
mn Jail beſide thee, and ten thouſand at thy right 
Fand. With thine eyes ſhalt thou behold and 
| fee the reward of the wicked, but it ſhall not 
come nigh thee. Becauſe thou haſt made the 
Lord which is my refuge, even the mot high, 
tby habitation. © There ſhall no evil befall 
thee. For be ſhall give his angels charge 
b over thee 10 keep thee im all thy ways. 
1 The righteous man, it ſeems, is in him- 
] = ſelf a king fortified in an impenetrable 8 
auauſtle, and inde by armies which gold 
g | will not bribe, nor want compel to ſurren-„ 
| 18 | der. The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
3 about him to deliver him, and vain is every 
| attempt to ſubdue him. Alas, my maſter ! 


| how ſoall We do ? was the timorous excla- 
5 : = mation | 
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mation of the ſervant of Eliſha, when he 
roſe early in the morning, and behold an 


hoſt encompaſſed the city with hor ſes and 
chariots. His apprehenſions could not be 
ſtifled, when he had learned that a great 
army had ſurrounded the place in the 


night, for the expreſs purpoſe of making a 
priſoner of his maſter. Fear nat, ſaid the 


prophet, for they that be with us are more 


than they hat be with them. To prove the 


truth of his words, he immediately prayͤs 
to God that the eyes of his ſervant may be 

opened. And the Lord opened the eyes of 
the young man, and he ſaw, and behold, the 
mountain Wwas full of horſes and chariots of . 


fire round about Eliſha. 


So is the righteous man in himſelt an 
| army againſt hk all the powers of earth 
and kell combined would not be able to 
prevail. Thus invifibly attended by angels 
and archangels, and the whole company of 
heaven, he may dwell ſafely in his habita- 


tion, though kings are thirſty for his blood; 
or he may walk forth, like Eliſha, ſecure 


though neee, into the midſt of 


his enemies. 
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Nor is s righteouſneſs a tower of Guy to 
the perſon only who poſſeſſes it. It often 
_ embraces within the bounds of its protec- 
tion, bis family, his friends, his city, his 


country. The virtues of Lot preſerved " 


his relations, and ten righteous would have 
ſaved the two devoted cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrha. It is to the want of this power- 
ful ally, which draws after it the 1 invinci- 
ble armies of heaven, every fallen city and 
every deſolated nation upon earth may at- 
tribute its overthrow. It Was the want of 
this which ſuffered the enemy to caſt a 
trench about Jeruſalem, to compaſs her round 
and #eep her in on every fide, to lay her even 
with the ground and her children within her, 
and mot to leave in her. one lone upon another. 
It was for the want of this the was ploughed 
4 à field and the very foundations of her 
temple were torn up. The ſame defect 
brought to the ground the great city of 
Babylon, that e of kingdoms, the beauty 
of the. Chaldees'. excellency, the praiſe of 
the whole earth. Defended as the was, 


* by walls and towers which are Rill reckon- 
8 among s the greateſt wonders of art, and 


ſurrounded 


2 49 55 
 farrounded by g gates of braſs, the ak o 


. righteouſneſs made her an eaſy prey to an 
enemy which ſhe deſpiſed. The Lord for- 
ſook her, and muſtered the ho/? of battle againſt 
her, he girded the loins of Cyrus to ſubdue 


her, he Held his right hand, and at a moment 


when ſhe little expected it, dried up her 
river and opened her gates to admit him. 
In the midſt of a great nocturnal feſtival; 


when ſhe was Ai Wine and praiſing 


her gods, her ieffruction came upon her. 
The Lord kept not the city, therefore the 


 watchman waked but in vain, and before 


ſhe was aware that the ſword was in her 
ſtreets, her monarch was flain in his own 


palace. And if we now ſearch ſor this 
great capital which gave law to fo many 45 
provinces, where mall we find it? For its 


5 unrighteouſneſs, it has literally been cue pi 
dt the beſom of dgſtruction; all its palaces, 


its temples, its walls and battlements, ſolid 


as they were, have been thrown down, 
aud no travelfer is able to determine the 


55 preciſe ſpot on which it ſtood. 


Such were the conſequences of untighs ” 
ö teouſueſs to this great, and populous city, 
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| 71 which 15 ſaid to have been 4 miles in 
1 compaſs. The fame cauſe alſo overthrew 
Nineveh, which is deſcribed by Jonah äs 

an exceeding great city of three days Journey 
in circuit, and in which, at the time when he | 

| propheſied againſt it, gere were more than 

A ſeore e infants, who could not di if- 5 

cern between their right hand and their left. 
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Wi} | Yet fell this ſtrong metropolis, for want of 

4 | righteous men to ſtrengthen her. - The nee 
i | has devoured her," the e has cut her off, © 

=: as the prophet N ahum foretold. The Lord 


[ with. an overrunning flood has made an utter | 


end ofe her, nor will affliflion riſe up a ſecond | 


1 1 time againſt her. Her crowned, which were 


N 4 the locuſſe, and her captains as graſibop- 
| ö pers for multitude, are all gone, and their 
i place is not known where they are. Her no- 


|: | les dwell in the duſt, her people are feattered 
i . and vaniſhed; and, according to Zephaniah, 
ll © | - flocks have laid down in the midſt of her, and 
©. the cormorant and bittern have lodged in her 
I uppen lintels and windows. Deſolation has 
: . dwelt within all her thr eſholds, her cedar work © 
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has been uncovered to the weather, and — 
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Was 9 proud in heart, is become a mere > 


wilderneſs. Her very ruins have been over= _ 
__ thrown, and great as ſhe once was, ſo little 


of her remains, \that travellers are not able 
| 4 to determine w here ſhe ſtood. | 
There remains yet another inſtance of a 
| 39598 city overthrown by unrighteouſneſs, 
which I have reſerved to be laſt mentioned, 
becauſe in the nature of its ſtrength and, 
ſit uat ion, it bears ſome el to our 
on Tapital. ' The ſtrong city Tyre, as it is 
called by Joſhua, Was ſituated upon an 
iſland in the midſt of the ſea. It became 
the mart of all nations, the center' of com- | 
merce, and is expreſsly called by Ifaiah, 1% 
crowning cify, whoſe merchants are princes, 
whoſe traffickers are the honourable of the 
| earth. Its riches were ſo great, that it is 
aid to have heaped up / flor as the duſt, and 
fine gold as the mire of the frreets.. For its 
ſituation it was entitled a Hrong hold, and 
nothing which art could invent, or induſtry 
- accompliſh, was neglected, to fortify it 


Againſt every aflailant. Yet was it prophe- 


«as againſt this city, by Ezekiel, that for 
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the iniquity of her trade in general, and 
particularly becauſe ſhe dealt in llavery, 


publicly ſelling the captive G I 


markets, that even her people ſhould be flain 
by the ſword, and her firong garriſons ſhould 
go daun to the ground. Though ſhe boaſt- 
ed and ſaid, / {it in the ſeat of God, in the 
| mid}? f the ſeas, it was declared, that the 
Lord would cauſe nations to come againſt 
her, as numerous as the waves that ſur- 


' rounded her, that he would ſmite her por er 
in the ſea, lay her flones, her timber, and her 


duſt, in the water, and bring forth a fire 
from: the icht of her, which ſhould reduce 
her to aſhes upon the earth. Her walls and 
| towers were to- be broken down ; the very 
duſt was to N ſcraped from her, and the 
was to become like the top of a rock, a place = 
to ſpread nets upon. Aud thus does the 
| prophet Ezekiel wind;up the concluſion of 
her calamities. Thou alt be built no more, 


for I the Lord have ſpoken 4 will make 


thee a terror, and thou ſhalt be no more: 

though thou be ſought for, yet Sali thou ne- 
ver be found ww. _ the Lord God. All 
—_  -- theſe. 


* 


cas 


"theſe terrible evils fell at length upon her, 


as hiſtory bears witneſs, and thei is NOW no 
where to be ſeen. 1 

In addition to theſe dreadful judgments, 2 
let us farther obſerve, that it was unrigh- 
teouſneſs which overthrew Pharaoh | in the 
ſea, when the Lord did but look at him 


through the pillar of the cloud. It was 
unrighteofſdets which {wept away the na- 


tions of . Canaan ' before Ifrael. It was 1 


righteouſneſs which ruined Iſrael itſelf. 
"Gian, it was unrighteouſneſs which once | 


brought a deluge over all the nations ! 
| earth. 


We ſee then how ates it is, that 


| we ſhould be clothed in righteouſneſs, 


without which we cannot approach to Gd, 
with a juſt claim to his aſſiſtance. We ſee _ 


alto how proper it is, that we ſhould appeal 
to him in every national emergency, and 


not truſt too fondly to the ſtrength of our 


own arms. The country we ive in may 


perhaps, in appearance, be one of the moſt 


powerful, and moſt ſecure, upon the face 
of the earth; it may be defended by migh- 


= 1 by inacceſſible ſhores, and 


2 N numerous 


3 


numerous fleets; it may be encompaſſed by. 
waters, and defended by armies; yet fince : 
Ve have ſeen that greater empires have 
fallen before the b besſurg of God, how 
can we confide in the bow. alone? Low 5 
can we put confidence: i it walls, ſince thoſe 
of Babylon were unable to defend it ? How 
can we depend upon armies, when thoſe of 
Ninevch and Jeruſalem were diſcomfited? 
Illow can we truſt to the deep, and her 
fleets, ſince Tyre could not be preſerv- 
ed by them? We muſt ever, as we 
have this day done, intreat God to be 


with us. We muſt conlider his name as a 


ſtrong tower, into which we ſhall do- well 
ty retreat, whenever war purſues us. For 
our encouragement let us conſider, that his 
protection Lon not always been denied, even 
to the wicked, when fought for by faſting 
and prayer, Slightly. as ſome inconfiderate 
men may. regard the effects of theſe duties, 
and ready as they are tp ſneer at thoſe Who 
perform them, we know that Ahab avert- 
ed many calamities by. them, though he 
had ſold himſelf to work wickednels, till 5 
there was none Jike him, By them, we 
5 know | 


cal 


* 


know that Jehoſhaphat was ſaved in the 
very hour of invaſion, and all Judah with 


him. We know that Nineveh and her 
king were preſerved by the ſame means, 
When the meaſure of her iniquities was ſo 


nearly filled up, that forty days only re- 


mained of the term allowed her, becauſe 
| ſhe proclaimed a faſt, and turned away from 
her evil ways, it pleaſed God to lay aſide 


his fierce anger, and ſhe periſhed not. It 
Was to a ſubſequent relapſe into unrigh» * 
teouſneſs, that the owed her final over- 


throw. 


Let us not imagine that b por 
prayer are unneceſſary, becauſe we may be 


more righteous than they were. Let us 
fix our eyes upon our own capital, and con- 
template its ways; and though we may 
not find in it thoſe glaring fins, which pre- 
vail in a neighbouring metropolis, rapine, 


bloodſhed, and avowed | infidelity, we cannot 
but allow that luxury and diſſipation have 


introduced into it many vices which muſt 
be accounted for. The infection of its 


manners has tinctured in ſome degree every 
vein and nerve . the kingdom; and there 15 
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is no > good man but muſt feel himſelf con< 
1 to ſee immorality and want of reli- 

gion ſo pre Cent as they are. It is fortu- 
nate for us, that while we have ſuch con- 


ſpicuous blemiſhes, we have alſo ſome vir- 
tues to ſupport us againſt their baneful ef- 


fects. Charity, oh will alone hide a 
5 multitude of ſins, has been lately exerted. 
by us in a manner truly honourable ; in a 


manner very ſimilar to the pattern our Lord 


himſelf gave us in the good Samaritan, to 


the ſupport of a church which differed from 


us in ſentiment, and which, till the mo- 


ment we fed her, was deemed our enemy. 
But let us not rely upon ſuch efforts as ſuf- 
ficient to preſerve us; let us not even make 
mention of our righteouſneſs before God: 
let us not compare our merits with the me- 
rits of thoſe whom we think to be ſinners 
above all men, and like the vain phariſee, , 
claim the pre-eminence and deſpiſe others; 
but let us rather acknowledge that in many 
things we have grievouſly offended, and 
that we have need to ſay with the publican, 
[ God be merciful to me a FL : 
"Sinners and unprofitable ſervants we un- 


oy 


Ke : 


2 . 
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— all are; and though in the pub- : 


lic walks of life we ſee oferive more noto- 
rious becauſe leſs diſguiſed, there is no re- 


treat, however ele to which vice bas | 


not found her way, and whither God's pu- 


niſhment will not purſue her, unleſs we 
correct her ourſelves. - In what happy cor- 


ner of our iſland ſhall we find virtue dwel- 


ling without interruption, ſurrounded by 


ſibpiaty continence, loyalty, devotion, and 
induſtry? Are we not ourſelves grown 


; negligent of all ſacred duties; heedleſs. of 


the fabberh and the common ſervice of God? ? 


Are we not rarely attendant upon his com- 
munion, though the moſt reaſonable and 


ſalutary of all religious inſtitutions, and 


ſuch as the true Chriſtian finds it impoſſible ; 
to neglect? Do we not rather indulge in 
|  idleneſs; intemperance, and looſe converts Fo 
tion, reviling thoſe who are appointed to 
govern and inſtruct us, and whom experi- 
ence and ſtudy have well qualified for the 


work which we preſume to take out of 


their hands? Do we not, as the Epiſtle 


for the day expreſſes it, groe heed to falſe . 
teachers who 3 bring in ſtrange doc- 
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trines among us, without conſidering what 
they utter or from whence they aroſe ? 
Have we not followed their pernicious Ways, 1 5 
till She wey of truth is evil ſpoken of ?. Are . 
we not preſumptuous, ſelf-willed, and . 
afraid to de/piſe government, or ſpeak evil of 
aignities? Have we not ſought after, and 
- cheriſhed, ſentiments een of rel — 
g1on and good order amongſt us; ſentiments. 
of liberty which are leagued with anarchy 
and licentiouſneſs; ſentiments of equality 
which war againſt equity ? Do we not 
plead that the. good things of this world = 
impartially diſtributed, and that the ſcheme \ 
| 3-6 ſubordination, which prevails among ani- 
s | mals inferior fo us, and even among the 
| | angels in heaven, ought no longer to be 
endured among men ? Are we not ſome 
of us on tiptoe to ſeize, as a neigbouring 
people have done, the reins of government. 
from Providence and our lawful rulers, and 
_ eager to thew how ſoon, like them, we'can 
ſet a nation on fire by the madneſs of our 
| r „ 
1 If ſuch vices prevail among us, then have 
1 we double reaſon to come forward with re- 
E : ; C pentance 1 


155 8 


985 1 F 
: pentance a amendment. Without lay⸗ 
„ mr thee incumbrances aſide, in vain ſhall 
_ = look for mittance through thoſe gates 
which opetNinto the tower of e 
For what are theſe, but diſcontent, injuſ- 
tice, and irreligion; in which righteouſneſs, 5 
our only paſſport, has no ſhare? What are 
. they but conſtituent parts of that warigh- _ 
5 teouſneſs which has been ſo fatal to man- 
kind? Let us caſt them off as works of dar. 
nes, and let us put on in their ſtead the 
whole armour of light. Let us be per ſuaded 
that if is high time to awake out of ſleep, 
when our enemies approach {o near to the 
gate and are ſo incenſed againſt us. Vet, 
incenſed as they may be, and much as 
their rulers may rage and take Lounſel toge- 
ther, yet ſhall they imagine a vain thing, ſo 
long as we take care to meet them, bavmg 
our loins girt about with truth, and havmg . 
= a the breaft- plate of righteouſneſs ; being 
armed with the ſhield of faith, the helmet g 
| Jatvation, and the ſword of the ſpirit, which ö 
they have ſo arrogantly caſt away. Thus 
defended, were we by nature feeble as the 
W 


. » J- . 8 | 25 
| Alepheral bey, with nothing in his band L's 
but ſtone and a ſling, yet might we dare 
to meet the giant who had put armies: to 
flight. Ine David we might accolt. him 
and ſap, 7 2 comeſt 10 me 5977 a 2 od and 
ä <vith a ſpear and with a ſhield, but I com to 
thee in the name , the Lord of Hoſts, whom | 
thou haſt defied. Like David: alſs we might 8 
prevail With a ſingle effort : we might tri U 
umph 0 only againſt fleſh and blood, but 


[ 
» 


againſt all the pr uc i palities and powers*of = - 
hell. For there 15 no reſtraint to the Lord < |N- 
to fave by many or by few. With the God "= — W 
Heaven it is all one to deliver with a great 
multitude, or a ſmall company. His ꝓrophet 
Elijah fat in ſafety on the hill, th\pgh ſuc- 
ceſſively ſurrounded by three captains and 
their companies; and Iſrael prevailed againſt 
invaders which lay along in the valley like 
graſshoppers for multitude, hep thebar- x 
my of Gideon were only three hundred. 
They prevailed without arms, blowing the _ 
trumpet and ſhouting, The ſword of tbe 
Lord and of Gideon. 'So {ſtrong a tower of 2 
defence de che name. of the Almighty, and _- 
io ſafe are the righteous when they retreat 7 
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into it. For righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, | 
and the throne is eſtabliſhed by it. 


Toer ighteouſneſs, therefore, let us apply 3 


_ ourſelves, and on this only let us lean, re- 
membering that the righteouſneſs of Abra- 
ham e e even his poſter ity ; preſerved 
them in bondage and captivity, ſtill pre- 
5 ſerves them in diſperſion, and ſhall preſerve 
them to the end of the world. Attended 
by righteouſueſs and humility, let us come 
into the houſe of God, whe! never danger 
threatens us. For here his name and his ; 
honour dwelleth, that name which is 
ſtrong tower, that honour, Which will not 
hear the righteous plead in vain. Here in 
an eſpecial manner attend his angels round 
about t us, as they ſtood about Eliſha; and 
from hende, at our entreaty will they g go 5 
forth to battle with us. The ſingle _ 
of one of theſe will ene us the vic- 
tory, though our enemies ſhould come 


againſt us 10 a boaſt, that he duſt of our 


country, ſpall not ſuffice them for handfuls ;_ 


and though we encamp beſide them as fwvo 
Little Hoc bs of kids, when their armies are 
ſpread over the whole face of the land. 


| 
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Let me recommend ropentancn,” amend- 
* and the love of righteouſneſs, par- 
ticularly to this congregation, from the 

nature of our ſituation. It is our lot to be 
placed in a maritime county, on the very, 


verge of the Britiſh dominions, and on 


that verge of it which is neareſt to our 
enemy. We dwell upon a ſhore which has 


but little to defend it, on the only ſpot 


which is acceſſible for many miles, nature 
: having here denied us thoſe cliffs for a bar- 
rier, which ſhe has extended to a great dif- 
tance on either ſide of us. We are alſo not . 
Aar ſituated from the place, where an inva- 
ſion was formerly attempted, where an ar- 
my was landed, where a great battle wasi 
fought, where the King of the country was | 
. and his crown was loſt. A voyage of 

a few hours may bring to our very doors 5 
that formidable armament, which now 


threatens deſtruction to our country. We 


may be the firſt to feel the eftefts of that 


vengeance which breathes out threatenings | 
and Naubther gainſt us, and the eye Sh 
Cloſes in peace may awake in war. It is 
not 10 55 for the ſword to find its way 

| even 
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even to our beds, before we are aware that 
our enemy has moved. hat manner of per- 

ſons, therefore, ought we to be in all holy 
converſation and golineſs ! Let not the op- 
portunity eſcape us, but ſtill, while the blow 
is ſuſpended, let us endeavour to recom- 
mend ourſelves to the protection of God. 
Let us remember, that the fervent prayer 
of the righteous man availeth much, and that 
the effect of ee nc 7s quietnet and aſ- 
far ance for ever. May it dwell with us till 
we are ſatisfied with its fruits, and till we 
are ready to ſing in the fulneſsof our hearts, 
Mercy and truth are met together; righteouſ 


0 and peace have kiſſed each other. 


n 


"THE; END-\\ : 


